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Sadat clearly attaches great importantance to his
US visit. Despite the avoidance of public speculation
about its outcome, it _is becoming abparent that he
h ne "a i on_the.
1 S _commensurate with his trip to Jerusalem.
ackground, there are suqgqestions
' age that he is giving some consideration

to pulling back from his initiative.

Sadat's primary purpose during his visit
will be to press the US to use its good offices to
elicit Israeli concessions. On Monday, Sadat was -
quoted by Cairo radio as saying that Egypt "wants the
US to take a frank stand" which would "lay the ground-
work for the solution of the intricate problems barxing

]

-the: way to peace." 'This theme has also been reiterated
- by Mubarak and other Egyptian officials. Another

at Sadat would consider as a "dramatic" US

i d in n1s comments to.the press after
ith a US Jewish delegation on Mon ay.
On. that occasion, stressed that the Palestinian

G i resolved or else the peace process

Sadat also hopes to accoﬁp;ish several QtHer, Sk

3

--He wants to exert a itive influence on ; .,

.
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~-He expects that the trip will highlightAnfiteved for Release
close US-Egyptian relationship and his by the Central Intelligence Agency:
image as a statesman and thus reinforcedlate: 2 ro¢@@3 Lo
his position and image at home.

The Egyptian leadership, however, seems pessimistic
about the prospects for significant progress in talks
with President Carter.

: S
| For this reason, Sadat has focussed on the
bropaganda" aspects of the trinl |

Ressimistic attitude is becoming
easingly apparent among informo Egyptians a
&arge, Al-Ahram's chilef edl or, al-Gamal, &aF
to Embassy Cairo that Egyptians are more and more
convinced that the US is a “weak partner." In Gamal's
view, "Washington always puts out lots of nice words,
beautifully written language, but then there is no’

‘action." The general tone of Egyptian press coverage -

of Sadat's'??Ig—EHE_EG?EEE?fEE-EETEETBEE,‘Wﬁile nov
articularl Eoom could scarcel be called ositive,
Lthe Embassy observed, and the growing frustration with

the US role as mediator 1s widespread.

4
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- Egyptian frustration with the us and the perceived
impasse in the current talks seems to have prompted
consideration of pulling out of the negotiations, at least ]
as a tactic in dealing with the US. 1In a conversation : ’
with Ambassador Maestrone in Kuwait, E tian Cabinet

chief al-Baz said that careful thought was bein: iven

o withdrawing. from the discussions so that Sadat couid

cut his losses without serrous damage to his comestic —
position. If such a move occurs, al-Baz said that 1t would .t
be orxchestrated to reflect; positively on.Sadat's efforts h

while laying the-blame on Israeli "intransigence." Al-Baz'
observed- that such action repeatedl had been yrged by the .
leaders of moderate Arab sfates during NMubarak's rocert tor.
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